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Ready to be World Serious

He’s in charge of
Grand Junction’s
great tournament

Ediorsnote Inthe Colorado Classics
Th Der Post takes

ook ot individuals whomade their mark

on the Colorado sports landscape and

what they are doing now.

Jamie Hamilton has taken the torch
and is running with it.

As chairman of the National Junior
College Baseball World Series organiz-
ing committee, he doesn't plan to fail in
his task. There's a grand history to pro-
tect, a week-long event that allows
Grand Junction to be major league in
its own way.

‘The Juco World Series this week is
celebrating its soth anniversary, and
49th in Grand Junction.

While
the College World

ford, producing nu-
merous future ma-
jor-leaguers, Grand
Juncton's_ tourna-
ment _legacy
COLORADO ;e big names as
CLASSICS well. The tea
AL mightoot bess wel
DenverPost  known as those in
staff writer  Omaha, but the play-
who have come
through Gmnd luncliun can hold thei
own with an;

"The alumai include pitchers Curt
Schilling, Gagne, David w u
former Rockies stalwart Kevin
Jesse Crain from Fairview High \chlmk
and Barry Lersch out of Denver.

There have been prominent position
players as well, with Hall of Famer Kir-
by Puckett, Otis Nixon and Kal Danicls.
who played for the Denver Zephyrs be:
fore going o the Cincinnati Reds, on
the alumni list. Puckett and Danicls
were oa the Golden Aanlversary team

o-year schools have
been represented over the years with
Lamar Community Colloge, Trinidad
State Junior College and Mesa State (be-
o b gd -year school in
1976). No Colorado team has won the
championship.

The first Juco World *_ it

red in Miami, Okl 1958

lowing year, it moved to Grand Junc-
tion, and the story goes that a 10-player
team from Paris, Texas, loaded into
two cars and drove al to play its
st e o the 100 et

Hamilton took the reins of Grand
Junction's World Series four years ago.
He wasn't a newcomer to the tourna-
ment, having worked as a right-hand
man for Sam Suplizio, who directed the
tournament or many years

Supl o died last year, and a
dedikated group of longime Grand
Junction faithful had built a strong foun-
dation max #hept thetournament inbigh
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The fol-
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THEN AND NOW
Junior College World
Series chairman Jamie
Hamilton looks right at
home at Suplizio Field in
Grand Junction, above,
the site of the series tak-
ing place this week. But
he looks equally at home
in the uniform of the
Denver Zephyrs, with
whom he worked as in-
field instructor for the
Milwaukee Brewers.

erywhere he went.”
Hamilton also is celebrating his <oth
year. He was born in Grand Junction,
but moved v A"v:da with his family
when he was 2 years old. He played
bascball at Regis High School ai

H; Played s
ond base and made the all-Rocky Moun-
tain Athletic Conference (cm.

He played prof ly with the

Christopher Tomlinson | Specia to The Derver Post
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“We basically scraped together ev-
ery penny over the years to get money
to improve our ballpark,” Hamilton
said. “We finally got it done, and it was
voted the best amateus ballpak i the
country several years ago. We feel it's
certainly of Triple-A quality by profes-
sionalbasehall standards

‘The tournament is always first-rate
right from the beginning. An impres-

California Angels organization, zeach-
ing Double-A.

“I couldn't hit the curveball, and in
198 1 decided it was tim to sel insur-
ancer Hamlioo ald.

He remained in the game, cou:hmg
baschal at Mesa for four
moved into the professior o il
infield instructor with the Chicago
Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers.

While with the Brewers, he visited

rand
June husm«sman. and  Bu
Bergman, a longtime cosch at Mess
State, have to be mentioned anytime
Grand Junction's credentials to play
host to the Juco World Series are dis-
cus:

“Welostalot of history wi hihe pase-
ing of Sam Suplizio” Hamiton
“He left a very good machine in phcc.
acd we've ticd to malnaia the quality
of the event. Sam promoted baseball ev-

PUSHKIN

CLIENT:

the Zephyrs, Milwaukee's Triple-A af-
filiate.

tured at the annual kickoff banquet:
George Steinbrenner, Willie Mays,
Whitey Herzog, Joe Torre, Paul Mol
tor, George Brett, Whitey Ford, Lefty
conunissim\er Bud
Selig, to name a f
THamitton will be ired when the tour-
nament ends Saturday u Sam Suplizio
Field. But he knows that once again a lit-
tlebit of the national pastime will ave
«come to Grand Junction.
"Ou! whole communily gets behind
amilton said. “It's
the bxgxzsl event onm year, and

Terry Beving! -
ager, and Gary Sheffield was one of the
team’s better players,” Hamilton said.

Hamilton has become a fixture in
Grand Junction. Besides his work with
the Juco World Series, heis the athletic
director at Mesa State.

But holding up the legacy of the base-
ball tournament is his passion.

Junior College World Series

games. A $25 ticket is good for all the
games. It's alot of work, but it keeps me
young and keeps e gamg,

“That's big leagu

Irv Moss can be reached at
303-954-1296 or
imoss@denverpost.com.




