QBT pusLic RELATIONS |

CLIENT:

BUSINESS

DENVER

AUGUST 5-11, 2011

JOURNAL

Denver attorney hears pro bono call
— all the way from southern Africa
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Adturmey Karam Saab, an avsociate a8
the Desver office of Atlanta-based Kilpat-
rick Townaend & Socksorn, ook his firem's
s o work requicement seriousdy.

Saab, who abways has been a fan of
traves, spent rwo weeks (1 Nasibis, Afrl-
a, mlaim—w«; r-ma;&rm.mlm
0 afficially set up his nonprofs argani-
zation. The Mgméﬁ distribestes solar
Tammgs and ashlights te villages in thar
country thal denl bave electriciny.

He said Kilpatricks mandatory pro

o progra ‘providetl the mechvation
e e take o the nonprodn work.
“Sametines a mandatory program gives.
you that lttle kick you need to gt stars-
ed.” Sash said.

nt Emergy i a moagrofit anga.
mization based in Denver and Katins
Ml Namiba It e e st peas
by Saabs friend, Do Vilsack. whom ke
et wisile the two were atiending 1he
Ueivensic o ColaradoLie Shool Bath
w degrees in 2006,

“Visack 1 the son of LS. Agriculfure
Secretary Tom Vitsack, and was an el
sl iveyer ot Detver-based Di-
vis Grahim & Stubbs LLFbefore moving
o Africa early this year o run Elephast
Enengy full rime.

He dadn't kniw a lot about Namibian
et when be started the ongamization. so
heenlisicd the belpcf Saab, am intelecius
l penperty and patens bisyer, o help|
inteepeet it and set upa foemal nanprofit.

“There are a Jot of things you can't da
U hhlr’illhl becsme a farmal
oundry In 1990 Saab sasd, “The best
e came upwith was o establish s
sl company... i which all the prof-

Saah said the most rm:m.:\: part of
his Affrican experience wan visting the
ssomes where the lights are sold bo villag-
ers mt subsidized prices

“lust waschisg the people bery
Eghus. they wne s Bapp,” I-ca-ml '!Iw
Tights totally transform their lives.”

DOnly 15 percent of the residents of ra-
cess 10 an elecirical
ceording o the Elephent Energy
Vebite. Theyre often raphically
fanlated and must travel long distances.
by foot — or pay inflated costs foe can:
dies, l«nmol sirgle- "‘"s’.’,'i"'-" i

The whrlpomemd lights are sold i
tiny general stoges Ia.srllh@-\ in the
Capeivi region of Namibia, which is jawt
west of Botswana in southern Alrica,

Elephant Energy sells several models of
solas lights, ranging In price from show
$15 10525, incloding some that also can
charpe the villagers cell

e ] Namibla has a cell
phone.” Sash said *Before, they often
haed 10 eravel seversl miles In‘!w: and

information, and cookstoves that oper-
ate yand reduce polfution.

Saah sasd e first was inspired 1o vol-
wnteer in b school, becamse CLI en-
courages studics b0 do pro bos work.
ut s ' cuter rgsremees -

iy psbed Bim into aczlon

i o n bt weay If yous do et

that p.gf‘ be said.

Hlene: Hloom, president of the Deaves

Bar Associatkon, sakd she's encouraged

rade Supaesne Court Pro Bono Initiative,
she s3id, and more alterneys are par-
ticipatieg in the Denver Bar Assoelstion
Meten Vitunseer Lawyers.

‘The Sspreme Court initiative asks law
figms 1o commit each of their licensed
sttoeneys to do # brast 50 hours of pro

ok pes year.
"W ace also koking into setting

a ew program, tkmugh which we b

DAL memibers ot maiched wp with a

Lin Blosen PC in

sill bt i thee’s “nciis of e
nieed in Demver. We're still seeing a reka-
i e iy

e has had an increase in law
firms that bave signed o 1o the Calo-

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Fing how many stior
have:
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