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6RXWKSRUW�UHWLUHH�ÀUVW�WR
receive new eye implant

Hope for macular degeneration patients

Photo by Jim Harper

When retired North Brunswick High School principal Bob Harris greets visitors at his 

West Street home, he can now distinguish who the guests are thanks to a telescopic im-

plant that is helping to eliminate the effects of his macular degeneration.

By Terry Pope

Associate Editor

As a high school teacher, coach 

and principal, not much escaped 

the watchful eyes of career edu-

cator Bob Harris. Yet later, in re-

tirement, the Southport resident 

noticed something was happen-

ing to his eyesight. Utility poles 

began to look crooked to him, 

and normal picket fences seemed 

wavy and out of shape.

The diagnosis threw the history 

buff for a loop. While Harris is no 

longer preparing lesson plans or 

evaluating teachers, he is still an 

avid reader.

Volumes of books lining the 

shelves of his West Street home 

sat idle as age-related macular 

degeneration (AMD) slowly in-

vaded his vision.

While reading the newspaper 

several years ago, Harris saw 

where a new FDA-approved pro-

cedure was offering hope to mac-

ular degeneration patients at the 

University of California-Davis. 

Harris continued his treatment 

for the eye disease under a team 

of local doctors.

“I didn’t think anything more 

about that,” said Harris, but he 

kept what he had read in the back 

of his mind.

This past spring, retina special-

ist Dr. Robert Brownlow referred 

Harris to low-vision special-

ist Dr. Edward Paul of Landfall 

Eye. Harris said he was placed 

on a simulator to show him how 

his vision could improve if he 

DJUHHG�WR�D�¿UVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�WHOH-
scope implant from CentraSight, 

a new care program for patients 

with end-stage AMD. It was what 

Harris had read about in the 

newspaper several years before.

“It was left up to me if I wanted 

to go along with it,” said Har-

ris, who on April 24 became the 

¿UVW�SHUVRQ�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�WR�
undergo the procedure. The pea-

sized telescope was implanted in 

his eye during a one-hour sur-

JHU\�DW�1RYDQW�+HDOWK�%UXQVZLFN�
Medical Center near Supply.

The CentraSight treatment 

program requires prospective 

patients to undergo medical, vi-

sual and functional evaluation to 

determine if he or she may be a 

good candidate for the surgery. 

It is the only medical or surgical 

option that improves visual acu-

ity by reducing the impact of the 

central vision blind spot caused 

by end-stage AMD.

The procedure is eligible for 

Medicare coverage. The tele-

scope implant, which costs 

around $15,000, uses micro-op-

tical technology to magnify im-

ages that would normally be seen 

in one’s straight-ahead or central 

vision. The images are projected 

onto the healthy portion of the 

retina not affected by the disease, 

making it possible for the patient 

to see and discern objects within 

their central vision.

Harris graded-out as an ideal 

candidate for surgery, and now 

four months after his procedure 

the CentraSight implant in his 

right eye is changing his eye-

sight—and his quality of life.

³:KHQ�,�¿UVW�FDPH�RXW�RI�VXU-
gery, it was like looking through 

brown cellophane and it was 

blurry,” said Harris. “When they 

took two stitches out, it was like 

looking through clear cellophane, 

but blurry.”

After a couple more months, 

when surgeon Dr. Laura Har-

ris of Cataract Consultants (no 

relation to Bob Harris) removed 

two more stitches the cellophane 

appearance was gone. It is an 

eight-month process of seeing 

slow improvement and adher-

ing to a weekly therapy regimen 

that leads to training the eyes to 

adjust and letting the implant do 

its magic.

For now, the improvement is 

rather dramatic, said Harris. 

“Everything is brighter,” he 

See Harris, page 15A

No larger than the size of a pea, the telescopic device is 

implanted in the eye to magnify objects three times larger 

than normal vision.
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Continued from page 20A
said. “Before the operation, I couldn’t see the television. I couldn’t see 

FRORUV��1RZ��,�KDYH�YLYLG�FRORU��:KHQ�WKDW�EOXUULQHVV�JRHV��,¶OO�EH�¿QH�´
Harris bought a Kindle Fire tablet for reading, and it is bringing 

books, magazines and newspapers back into his world.

³,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WRR�PXFK�RI�D�SUREOHP�UHDGLQJ�WKDW�´�VDLG�+DUULV��³,�
have to look slightly to the left of the line. It’s something you learn. 

,¶P�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�ZKHQ�VKH�WDNHV�PRUH�VWLWFKHV�RXW��:KHQ�,�¿UVW�
heard about stitches, I thought, ‘My God, she’s going to put stitches in 

P\�H\HEDOO�¶�%XW�WKHVH�DUH�WLQ\�WKLQJV�´
As a principal, Harris was a quiet leader and reserved, but had North 

Brunswick High School atop the charts in the Brunswick County 

VFKRRO�V\VWHP��,Q�KLV�ZRUGV��KH�OLNHV�WR�À\�XQGHU�WKH�UDGDU��1RUPDOO\�
he would shy away from publicity, but when asked by CentraSight 

representatives if he would be willing to share his story to help others 

with AMD, Harris jumped at the opportunity.

“People need to know that there’s a possibility of something that can 

EH�GRQH�IRU�\RX�´�VDLG�+DUULV��³0D\EH�WKLV�RSHUDWLRQ�LVQ¶W�IRU�HYHU\RQH��
,I�\RX�DUH�LQWR�LQVWDQW�JUDWL¿FDWLRQ��LW�LV�QRW��6RPH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�
cataract surgery can see the next day. With this surgery, you’ve got 

to be willing to work and take some ups and downs. But what’s the 

DOWHUQDWLYH"�<RX�FDQ�JR�WKURXJK�OLIH�LQ�D�FORXG�´
Since Harris had his surgery, Dr. Laura Harris has implanted the 

device into one other patient and has three more scheduled. Dr. Har-

ULV�LV�RQH�RI�¿YH�PHPEHUV�RQ�WKH�:LOPLQJWRQ�DUHD�WHDP�FHUWL¿HG�WR�
offer CentraSight treatment, and she is the only cornea and cataract 

surgeon in the area trained to actually perform the surgery.

In addition to Dr. Harris, Dr. Paul and Dr. Brownlow, the team 

members who each signed off on Harris’s surgery include Dr. Leon 

Charkoudian of Cape Fear Retina and occupational therapist Spring 

Harkins of Wellcare Home Health.

“This is just the beginning of what I think will become better and bet-

WHU�WUHDWPHQW�´�VDLG�'U��+DUULV��ZKR�KDV����\HDUV�RI�FRUQHD�WUDQVSODQW�
experience. “Public demand will expand the availability and more 

people will be trained for this surgery. It’s intriguing and rewarding as 

a surgeon treating a disease state that had no options until today. I’m 

KDSS\�WKDW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�WUHDWPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´
Yet, she warns, patient selection can be rather narrow. There are a 

number of other factors involved, including the type of AMD dam-

age that exists and if a person can sustain the therapy that’s required. 

&XUUHQWO\��SDWLHQWV�PXVW�DOVR�EH����\HDUV�RU�ROGHU�WR�TXDOLI\�DQG�PHHW�
cornea health requirements.

³7KHVH�DUH�VWURQJ�SHRSOH�´�VDLG�'U��+DUULV��³$QG����LV�FRQVLGHUHG�
young today. It’s a challenge to get this type of macular degeneration 

�EHFDXVH��\RX�EHFRPH�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�´
Novant Health Brunswick Medical Center beat out Chapel Hill and 

'XNH�DV�WKH�¿UVW�WR�RIIHU�&HQWUD6LJKW�LPSODQWV�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��'U��
+DUULV�VDLG��EHFDXVH�WKH�ORFDO�KRVSLWDO�¿JXUHG�RXW�WKH�FRPSOH[LWLHV�LQ-

volved in billing and collecting for the procedure through Medicare.

+HU�¿UVW�SDWLHQW�LV�VWLOO�D�FRXSOH�PRQWKV�DZD\�IURP�IXOO\�UHDOL]LQJ�WKH�
SRWHQWLDO�LQ�WKH�WHOHVFRSLF�GHYLFH�DQG�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP�KRPH�WKHUDS\�

that aids the neurological change in his functioning eyes. The device 

is only planted into one eye, while the two eyes must train together to 

eliminate that dark central vision spot that ADM patients see.

³,W¶V�D�PDJQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�DERXW�WKUHH�WLPHV�PRUH�WKDQ�ZKDW�ZH�QRU-
PDOO\�KDYH�´�VDLG�'U��+DUULV��³,W�PDJQL¿HV�VR�PXFK�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�
else gets bigger, but that black spot macular degeneration patients see 

JHWV�WLQ\�´
ADM can be caused by genetics, lack of proper eye protection while 

in the sun, aging and poor nutrition. In the past, there have been very 

few treatment options.

³7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH\�KDYH�KRSH�ZKHQ�WKHUH�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�DQ�
RSWLRQ�´�VDLG�'U��+DUULV�

Low-vision specialist Dr. Paul said he is excited to be on one of the 

¿UVW�WHDPV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�RIIHU�WKLV�QHZ�WHFKQRORJ\�
“Macular degeneration is the leading cause of blindness in older 

DGXOWV�� DQG�PRUH� WKDQ� ���PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQV� DUH� DIIHFWHG� E\� VRPH�
IRUP�RI�$'0�´�VDLG�'U��3DXO��³.QRZLQJ�P\�SDWLHQWV�¿QDOO\�KDYH�DQ�
RSWLRQ�LV�H[FLWLQJ��HQFRXUDJLQJ�DQG�UHZDUGLQJ�´

The telescope implant is not a cure for end-stage AMD. The Centra-

Sight company warns that as with any medical intervention, potential 

risks and complications exist with the telescopic implant. Possible side 

effects include decreased vision or vision-impairing corneal swelling.

For Bob Harris, it’s been a relatively painless and encouraging op-

eration. He will still need to wear eyeglasses once the eyes are trained, 

the kind that anyone with less than 20/20 vision must wear. 

³,�QHYHU�KDG�RQH�SDLQ�LQ�WKDW�H\H�´�VDLG�+DUULV��³,�QHYHU�WRRN�RQH�SDLQ�
SLOO��0\�H\HEDOO�MXVW�IHHOV�OLNH�LW¶V�VWXIIHG�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�´
+H�VD\V�LW¶V�D�VPDOO�SULFH�WR�SD\�IRU�¿JKWLQJ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�$0'�
“When they asked me, ‘What would you like to be able to do with 

your vision?’ I said, ‘I’d like to be able to recognize the person I’m talk-

LQJ�WR�EH\RQG�¿YH�IHHW�DZD\�¶́ �VDLG�+DUULV�
%HIRUH�WKH�VXUJHU\��+DUULV�ZDV�WROG�KH¶G�EH�WKH�¿UVW�SHUVRQ�LQ�1RUWK�

Carolina to undergo the procedure. It didn’t faze him.

³,W¶V�NLQG�RI�OLNH�EHLQJ�D�JXLQHD�SLJ�´�VDLG�+DUULV�

For more information about the telescope implant and related 
treatment programs, visit online at www.CentraSight.com or call 
1-877-99sight.

Harris is no longer going through life in a cloud following eye implant surgery

District court: cases for August 23, 26 heard by judges Ussery, Hankins

Photos by Jim Harper

Southport retiree Bob Harris explains how the CentraSight implant acts as a telescope in 

his right eye and helps to reduce the blind spot macular degeneration patients experience.

Following surgery, it takes months of training the eyes to adjust to the device with the help 

of an in-home therapist. Here, Harris demonstrates how he uses charts to view objects,  

letters and numbers from set distances as part of his exercise.

Photo by Terry Pope

7KH�VWHDG\�KDQGV�RI�'U��/DXUD�+DUULV�LPSODQWHG�WKH�¿UVW�
CentraSight device into the eye of patient Bob Harris, no re-

ODWLRQ��SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VXFK�VXUJHU\�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�

Images that would normally be seen in one’s straight-

DKHDG�RU�FHQWUDO�YLVLRQ�DUH�PDJQL¿HG�DQG�SURMHFWHG�RQWR�
the healthy portion of the retina not affected by the disease, 

making it possible for the patient to see and discern objects 

within their central vision.
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Serenity
    by the Sea

Full Service 
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4807-1 Southport-Supply Rd., Southport
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Continued from page 8A
James Richard Bennett, operate 

vehicle no insurance, canceled/

UHYRNHG�VXVSHQGHG�FHUWLÀFDWH�WDJ��
both voluntarily dismissed, in com-

pliance.

(OZRRG� *OHQQ� %HQWRQ�� OLWWHULQJ��
voluntarily dismissed.

Scott Daniel Blackman, driv-

LQJ�ZKLOH�OLFHQVH�UHYRNHG��H[SLUHG�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FDUG�WDJ��H[SLUHG�QR�LQ-

spection, all voluntarily dismissed, 

in compliance.

Mary E. Bland, PNG/NG break-

LQJ�RU�HQWHULQJ�
Sarah Danielle Clemmons, cy-

EHUVWDONLQJ�� YROXQWDULO\� GLVPLVVHG�
per plaintiff.

5R[DQQ� 0LFKHOOH� &RQGUH\�� H[-
SLUHG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FDUG�WDJ��H[SLUHG�
no inspection, both voluntarily dis-

missed, in compliance.

1LFROH� &R[�� FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�
threats, voluntarily dismissed, no 

plaintiff, state motion to continue 

denied.

7DULDK�0RQD�'DUOLQJ�� GLVRUGHUO\�
conduct/school, voluntarily dis-

missed, complied with informal de-

ferred prosecution.

Kenneth Lee Davis, PG DWI 

level 5, BCDC 60 days active 

to run concurrent with any other 

VHQWHQFH��VSHHGLQJ��������GULYLQJ�
while license revoked, both volun-

tarily dismissed.

Michael Allen Deeds, DWI, vol-

untarily dismissed, state motion to 

continue denied.

Kenneth James Dew, PG DWI 

level 5; drive left of center, volun-

tarily dismissed.

+HFWRU� :RQJ� *DJR�� FRPPX-

QLFDWLQJ� WKUHDWV�� YROXQWDULO\� GLV-
missed per plaintiff.

=DFKDU\� 5\DQ� *DWKLQJV�� 3*�
simple assault.

Christopher Matthew Gore, PG 

GULYLQJ� ZKLOH� OLFHQVH� UHYRNHG��
SUD\HU�IRU�MXGJPHQW�FRQWLQXHG�

Charlie Jermaine Graham, drive/

DOORZ�PRWRU�YHKLFOH�QR�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��
operate vehicle no insurance, both 

voluntarily dismissed, in compli-

ance.

(XJHQH� *D\ORUG� *UHJRU\��
PNG/G DWI level 5.

Rakim D. Hardison, PG no op-

erator’s license.

7HUUDQFH�+DUSHU��FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�
threats, voluntarily dismissed per 

plaintiff.

5RELQ� .OLQJHU� +ROODU�� 3*� ':,�
level 5; fail to maintain lane control, 

voluntarily dismissed.

:LOOLDP� (GZDUG� +RYDWWHU�� ÀFWL-
WLRXV�DOWHUHG� WLWOH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ� FDUG�
WDJ��YROXQWDULO\�GLVPLVVHG��LQ�FRP-

pliance.

Jerri Inman, simple assault, vol-

untarily dismissed.

Wesley Wade Inman, show 

cause, dismissed.

Anthony Jason James, PNG/NG 

DWI.

General Johnson Jarmon, PG 

consume alcohol by 19/20-year-

old.

Kevin Scott Mauldin, PG DWI 

level 2, BCDC seven days active; 

fail to comply with license restric-

tions, fail to maintain lane control, 

both voluntarily dismissed.

Jeffery Scott Miller, PG pos-

VHVVLRQ� GUXJ� SDUDSKHUQDOLD�� SRV-
session marijuana up to one-half 

ounce, voluntarily dismissed.

Gonzalo C. Pelcastre, PG no 

operator’s license, BCDC 24 hours 

active (split).

/RUL�5RGULJXH]�6LOYD��IDOVH�UHSRUW�
to police station, voluntarily dis-

missed, state motion to continue 

denied.

7DUD�'LDQH�5RJHUV��31*�*� IDLO�
to report accident; PNG/NG DWI; 

PNG/NG fail to maintain lane con-

WURO��31*�GULYLQJ�ZKLOH� OLFHQVH�UH-

voked, dismissed at close of state’s 

evidence.

Juan Tolentino Soto, PG no op-

erator’s license, BCDC48 hours 

active; four counts no operator’s li-

FHQVH��IDLO�WR�VWRS�VWRSVLJQ�ÁDVKLQJ�
UHG�OLJKW��ÀFWLWLRXV�DOWHUHG�WLWOH�UHJLV-
WUDWLRQ�FDUG�WDJ��RSHUDWH�YHKLFOH�QR�
insurance, fail to burn headlamps, 

DWI, all voluntarily dismissed.

Curtis Keith Todd, PG disorderly 

FRQGXFW� SXEOLF� EXLOGLQJ�� DVVDXOW�

JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDO�HPSOR\HH��YRO-
untarily dismissed.

Teddy Dewayne Walker, PG no 

RSHUDWRU·V�OLFHQVH��SUD\HU�IRU�MXGJ-

ment continued.

Jason Nathanael Watson, break-

LQJ� RU� HQWHULQJ�� YROXQWDULO\� GLV-
missed.

Ronnie Jamar Wilson, PG driv-

LQJ�ZKLOH�OLFHQVH�UHYRNHG��H[SLUHG�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ� FDUG�WDJ�� H[SLUHG�QR�
inspection, no operator’s license, 

XVH� IRUHLJQ� OLFHQVH� ZKLOH� GULYLQJ�
while license revoked, all volun-

tarily dismissed.

Friday, Aug. 23

-XGJH� 6FRWW� 8VVHU\� SUHVLGHG�
RYHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FDVHV�ZLWK�SURV-
ecutor Quintin McGee and court-

URRP�FOHUN�.LPEHUO\�5HJLVWHU�
James Yopp, PNG/G injury to 

SHUVRQDO�SURSHUW\��SUD\HU�IRU�MXGJ-

ment continued; PNG/G simple 

assault.

Monday, Aug. 26

-XGJH�3DXOLQH�+DQNLQV�SUHVLGHG�
RYHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FDVHV�ZLWK�SURV-
ecutor Quintin McGee and court-

URRP�FOHUN�.ULVWLQ�1HDO�
Tristan Anthony Banks, PG mis-

demeanor probation violation out 

RI�FRXQW\��SUREDWLRQ�PRGLÀHG�DQG�
continued.

Danine Marie Benedict, PG pro-

EDWLRQ�YLRODWLRQ��SUREDWLRQ�PRGLÀHG�
and continued.

David Earl Bennerman, PG DWI 

level 1, BCDC90 days active; PG 

ÁHH�HOXGH� DUUHVW� ZLWK� PRWRU� YH-

hicle, BCDC 90 days active; PG 

DWI level 4, BCDC 60 days active; 

3*�GULYLQJ�ZKLOH� OLFHQVH� UHYRNHG��
%&'&����GD\V�DFWLYH�DW�H[SLUDWLRQ�
of previous sentence; PG assault 

on a female, BCDC 30 days active 

with credit for time served; speed-

LQJ� ������� FDQFHOHG�UHYRNHG�VXV-
SHQGHG� FHUWLÀFDWH�WDJ�� UHFNOHVV�
GULYLQJ� WR� HQGDQJHU�� GULYH� OHIW� RI�
center, no operator’s license, fail to 

maintain lane control, possession 

marijuana up to one-half ounce, 

SRVVHVVLRQ� GUXJ� SDUDSKHUQDOLD��
VSHHGLQJ� ������� UHFNOHVV� GULYLQJ�
ZDQWRQ� GLVUHJDUG�� DOO� YROXQWDULO\�
dismissed.

Thomas Louis Bortone, motion 

to terminate probation allowed.

Bryan Caroon, two counts injury 

to personal property, both volun-

tarily dismissed.

Tiffany Ashley Faison, possess 

VWROHQ� ÀUHDUP�� YROXQWDULO\� GLV-
missed, state motion to continue 

denied.

John Lawrence Goff, injury to 

personal property, simple pos-

session schedule IV controlled 

substance, break or enter motor 

vehicle, felony larceny, all volun-

tarily dismissed, state motion to 

continue denied.

.DYRQWH� *RUH�� F\EHUVWDONLQJ��
voluntarily dismissed.

Bismock Jerome Hailey, proba-

tion violation, probation terminated.

-DPHV� -XQLRU� +DUJURYH�� VLPSOH�
DVVDXOW��%&'&����GD\V�DFWLYH�ZLWK�
credit for time served.

'HPDUHD�+HZHWW��F\EHUVWDONLQJ��
voluntarily dismissed.

Kathryn Alleah Hewett, PG pro-

bation violation, BCDC 90 days ac-

tive with credit for time served.

Christopher L. Jackson, unsafe 

movement, voluntarily dismissed.

Rebecca Anne Klipp, PG pro-

bation violation, probation ter-

PLQDWHG�� 3*� VHFRQG�GHJUHH�
trespass, BCDC 20 days active; 

misdemeanor larceny, voluntarily 

dismissed.

Alsacia Lewis, two counts injury 

to personal property, both volun-

tarily dismissed.

Jermaine Randell Lowe, PG 

misdemeanor probation violation 

RXW� RI� FRXQW\�� SUREDWLRQ�PRGLÀHG�
and terminated.

Janelle Lynne Radford, PG pro-

bation violation, probation termi-

nated.

Jamie Collin Rafus, PG misde-

meanor larceny.

Patrice A. Robinson, PG con-

sume alcohol by 19/20-year-old, 

BCDC 24 hours active.


