More Charities Listed on Tax Returns
More and More Charitable Checkoffs Are Being Put on Tax Returns

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA Jan. 24 —

& Print This Page
= Email This Page
HE=F See Most Sent

There are child abuse funds and wildiife preservation
funds. There are funds that benefit the homeless. Thi
are others that raise research dollars for cancer and

Alzheimer's disease.

Al of them rely on big-hearted taxpayers willing to daj
a litthe portion of heir income tax refunds lo charity.

* Tax Break Could Save
Cash for SUV Owners

* Cell Phones: Not Just

Income tax checkoffs raised $27.3 million in 41 states
for Talking 2000 ;

L g to the Fed of Tax Adi i
While that was up about $2 million over 1998, fund
directors this year in a time when private and corpora
giving has dropped sharply are irying to remind the pi
that a checkoff donation can go a long way

* Dogs' Blood Brings Big
Bucks

Checkoff Colorado, a new 10-group coalition, began an advertising blitz last week,
Posters and commercials by Gov. Bill Owens will remind taxpayers to give

“This year it's perhaps more important than it's been in the past because | think the
other sources of revenue that they've had have either been cut or reduced,” said
Checkoff Colorado spokesman Jon Pushkin

Tax checkoff programs have been growing, from 103 in 1989 to 179 in 2000, accof
to Ron Alt of the Federation of Tax Administrators. All 41 states with a broad-based
income tax have al least one checkoff. Some might have too many.

“The problem tends to be the more you get, it stars 1o get difficult to put on the tax
return, and it makes it more complicated,” Alt said.

Virginia has 21 checkoffs on its tax return, from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration B
to the Yorkiown F ion. California and Alabama have 11 each.

Pennsylvania has five checkoff funds. In 20 years, the Wild Resource Conservation
fund has generated $6.2 million. The Korean/Vietnam Memorial fund has collectad!
$215,000 in five years.

In Philadelphia last week, the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition kicked off a pd
awareness campaign. The $8 given by the average donalting taxpayer raises about
$175,000 yearly, money given as research grants,

“We're dependent on a lot of people donating a little bit of money,” said Bonnie Squ
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Trends and Ideas.

Barbara Mattison, of Colorado CASA, is leadi

A Taxing
Opportunity

Charities compete for space
in income-tax checkoff programs

By Nicole Wallace
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wxravens droad the annual ritual of filing
imcome-tax returns, bt scores of nonprofit
organazateons leok forward eagerly Lo April

15, viewing tax time as & prime furd-rais-
ing oppartunity.
he Dhstrict of Columbia have
o=t Forms that allow taxpay.
heck a box to indicate that they want Lo con-
money from their tax mds—ar in some
states, add money to their ta bill—to support 8 wide
varety of ciuses.
Hesidents of New Jor
cheekofl option to help bring a historic battleship,
t 3 Camden s o permas
B Lans suppart Lree plant-
ings in their state, while Virginians finance efforts to
{! ess. And Calaf
h

e wsed an EncomeLax

cer, and lung disea
roturns

But while state checkofl

tes Lo favar

s argue that it's
profit arganizatio y helping
them raise money through the tax system. And al-
though the checkoffs have become more prevalent,
they have become n bess-sucorsful fund-raising tool,

pp |
publicity eampaign to try to get more than the eurrent 3 peres
of residents to donate money from their state-tax refunds to charities: “We wanted to help raise that numbe

|

which brought in $30.1.millin, necording to &
vey by the Federation of Tax Administratas|
Whashington. By 2 el

|
pased competition has helped rhq!
being listed on the tax form df
Many of th

learn that j
ensure fund-raising succe
chexkoffs on state tax forma
fressive publicity campaigns. S
trying to persuade support
tional gift using their tas refunds, whils otheg
are warking with peofessional tax pregarers

; |
and state agencies listed on the state tax i
banded together e e tax
make donations through the checkoffs.
|

Cumbersome Process

Getting & slate tax
states, the begislature and governor must)
toew checkall, 5o charties must find law
Continuedf |
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